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BAND

2023 – 2024
Kristy Brower

520-696 – 6036

kbrower@amphi.com
Band starts the week of August 21st , 2023
Instruments available to play in the band are: flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, baritone/euphonium (in bass clef), bell kit (bells/snare drum).  Students who wish to play bell kit must pass an aptitude test with me to see if they can feel the beat and hear rhythm easily.  I do this test in music class the 2nd week of school for those interested.
Bobcat Band

(Beginning Band)
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Monday: 2:15 – 3:15
Thursday: 2:15 – 3:15
We will be using 

“Essential Elements For Band” – Book 1

Desert Winds
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[image: image3.wmf]Tuesday: 2:15 – 3:15
Friday: 2:15 – 3:15
We will be using 

“Essential Elements For Band” – Book 1
To join the band, please follow these easy steps:
· Complete and sign the enclosed forms

· Pay the band fee of $15 to our secretary Lisa Hernandez or Mrs. Brower.
· Rent the instrument and buy the book (from a music store)

Band Fee

The Band Fee is $15 this year.  This will help us purchase t-shirts and provide the end of the year party.  You may either pay in cash or with a check made out to Harelson.  The Band Fee should be turned in with your Band Registration form either to the office or to me.  Thank you very much!  
If you are planning to donate to the Harelson music program through a school tax credit, just fill out the “Harelson School Tax Credit” form at the end of this packet and I will count whatever amount you donate towards your registration fee.  Remember if you claim this on your tax return, the government will completely reimburse you!  You can give up to $200 or $400 for married couples filing a joint return.
If the band fee or instrument rental is a hardship on your family, please let me know and accommodations may be made.

Instrument Rental 

No child should be left out for financial reasons.  If you are unable to rent an instrument do to a financial hardship please see me or email me.  We probably will be able to find a school instrument to loan you.  Those families that are on the free or reduced lunch program qualify to receive a school instrument.  If you think you might qualify, the application process can be done at any time of the year.
I DO NOT RECOMMEND GETTING CHEAP INSTRUMENTS FROM AMAZON.  These instruments break a lot and are very difficult to play.  If you purchase a used instrument from Bookmans you will probably need to spend additional money for repairs.

To rent any instrument from an instrumental store… 

You must have at least one credit card.  This is for the security of the music store.  All of these instruments can be quite expensive if lost or stolen.

For this reason, almost every store carries insurance that you can buy for a small fee (usually $4-$6) a month.  I would recommend that you get the insurance for peace of mind.

Many stores will offer a rent to own plan.  If you request this plan, be sure to ask the store when you are required to decide if you are going to purchase the instrument.  I recommend waiting a full school year before making this decision.  Sometimes a child has to try more than one instrument before they find the one that matches their personality.
Most stores will have used instruments.  Some will have new or like new instruments to rent out.  Be sure to specify which you would like to rent.  The quality of the used instruments is uncertain.  Some are just fine, others are not.  

Here are some things to consider when choosing an instrument:

· Asthma:  If your child has severe asthma, it would be best to play drum kit (percussion) or a stringed instrument.
· Trombone: I would recommend playing Baritone or Euphonium instead.  They sound almost the same except the Baritone/Euphonium is a little easier because it has buttons (valves) instead of a slide.  I also recommend it because there is no size minimum requirement.  If your child has their mind set on trombone, make sure your child’s arm is long enough to reach 4th position (this would be the length of an average adult’s arm with the wrist fully bent.)  Euphonium is a little larger and louder than the baritone.
· Oboe & bassoon:  I don’t recommend starting these instruments in elementary school because they are so difficult.  It is usually best to begin either on clarinet or sax and then switch in middle school.  I can make exceptions for the oboe if the student will commit to extra practice time at home.
· French Horn:  I don’t recommend starting this instrument in elementary school because it is so difficult.  It is usually best to begin on trumpet and then switch to French Horn in middle school.  I can make exceptions if the student will commit to extra practice time at home.
· Saxophone: In elementary school I recommend playing alto sax instead of tenor because of the weight and size.  It is ok to play tenor sax though.  For ALL saxophones, make sure the left hand is big enough for the fingers to sit comfortably on the white keys without hitting the palm keys (which stick out from the instrument in order to be pressed by the palm).
· EXTREMELY, UNUSUALLY tiny hands:  Play trumpet, baritone/euphonium, drum kit or a stringed instrument.
Music Stores & Usual Prices 
This is a list of music stores that are located in this area of town.  There may be others in addition to these.  

Music and Arts: Thornydale/Magee

Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone,:  $22 + $6 optional insurance 

Alto Sax/ Bell Kit: $39 + $8 optional insurance

Baritone: $62 + $11 optional insurance

Chicago Music: 130 E. Congress & 5646 E. Speedway (supplies are limited – call ahead)
	                                                                                                                   Brand New 

                                                                                                                                                                        monthly rate 
	A Grade
monthly rate 
	B grade monthly rate 

	Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone  + $4 optional insurance 
	$24.95
	$19.95
	$14.95

	Alto Sax + $6 optional insurance 
	$49.95 
	$39.95 
	$29.95

	Bell Kits, Snare drum kits + $4 optional insurance
	$ 24.95
	$ 16.95
	$14.95

	Baritones + $6 optional insurance
	$52.95
	$45.95 
	$39.95 


Accessories:

Everyone:  Band Book, pencil, and a wire folding stand would be nice for at home practice.
Clarinet & Saxophone: Cork grease and at least 3 reeds - size 2.  You might want to buy a reed 

guard to extend the life of the reed.  For cleaning I suggest a “pad saver”.  For 
saxophone I suggest a padded neck strap that latches shut (instead of an open hook)
Flute: Instead of a cleaning kit, I suggest buying a “pad saver”.  NO WIRE BRISTLES FOR 
CLEANING!
Trumpet & Baritone: Valve oil, mouthpiece brush (I don’t recommend young 

students using the snakes – they damage the instrument with them).  For Baritone/Euphonium, get the bass clef book and not the treble clef.  This is important.
Drum Kit (Bell Kit): These should come with everything you need (drum sticks, mallets, and a practice pad). I recommend getting the kits that are on wheels.
Band Registration Form

(Return to the office or Mrs. Brower with the registration fee preferably by Monday, August 21st  )
Name: __________________________________________________

Grade: _______________  Classroom Teacher: ________________________

Parents: ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________



________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Email:___________________________________________
Phone #s: _______________________________________________

Circle One:  Beginning Band

Or

Advanced Band

Instrument: _____________________________________________
(Flute, Clarinet, Alto Sax, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, Euphonium, Drum Kit which includes snare drum and bells)

T-Shirt Size: ______________Kids (small, med, large) or adult (small, med, large)
Pick Up Method: _______________________________________________





Parent pick up,  Walking home, Alphabest after school program
Emergency Contacts: _________________________________________





(Especially for the time during and after band rehearsal)

Emergency Phone #s: _________________________________________

Special Medical Problems? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Band Fee:  Paid

Not Paid



8/1/23
Band Contract:


I, _______________________________________, understand that by being in band I am making a large commitment.  I understand this commitment goes at least until our concert in December.  I understand that this commitment is both a time and financial commitment.  I will come to band rehearsals, not having more than 4 UNEXCUSED absences in a year (less if possible).  I will practice at least one hour a week outside of band.  I understand that there will be playing tests.  If I do not pass a playing test I will be required to keep a practice log until I pass the test.  I will not play in the concerts if I cannot play the songs at a passing rate.  I will also take care of my instrument, clean it and get it fixed if needed.


My behavior is also an important part of our contract.  I know that at anytime, Mrs. Brower has the right to ask me to leave for the rest of band, or even for the rest of the year.  I understand I am still on school campus, and the same rules apply to band as do to music class.


If something unforeseeable happens, and I need to change my contract with Mrs. Brower, I will have my parents contact Mrs. Brower to discuss the change.  If Mrs. Brower does not hear from my parents, she or the principal will call them to discuss the contract.
____________________________  __________________________________

(Student signature)





(Parent signature)

_____________________________________  ______________________________________________
(Instrument)




(Grade / Classroom Teacher)

_____________________________________  (Bobcat band – Beginning)









     Or







    (Desert Winds – Advanced)
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The band directors for the elementary feeder programs to Canyon del Oro High School and Cross Middle School are excited to provide a unique opportunity for our Beginning Band students. Although Beginning Band Camp is an optional activity, student participation is strongly encouraged. The more students who participate in the camp, the less time we will need to spend in class showing each individual student how to assemble his/her instrument properly, care for it, and how to make the first sounds. It will greatly benefit the entire class if students learn these things at the camp in groups with only their instrument, rather than in class with up to six or seven different instruments at the same time.
Each instrument section will work with a professional musician/music teacher who will provide important instruction to help your child begin a successful year of band (for free!). The students will also give their very first “concert” for family and friends, followed by an eegee’s treat (generously donated by the CDO Band Boosters). Please see the following information and schedule. 
Saturday, August 26th   from 12:45 - 4:00

Canyon Del Oro High School

What to bring:
· Instrument (in its case)
· Percussionists: bring snare drum (or practice pad) and bell set with stand, sticks, and mallets

· Instrument supplies and maintenance kit (reeds – at least 2, valve oil, cleaning rods/cloths, cork grease, etc)

· Bottle of water and small snack for the break (optional)
· Positive Attitude! (
What to wear: Casual clothes
What not to bring: Band books, music stand
Schedule for Beginning Band Camp
	Time
	Event
	Place

	12:45-1:00
	Check-In
Parents will sign students in with his/her band director and then are free to leave until the concert
	CDO Auditorium Lobby

	1:00-1:10
	Welcome/Introductions
	CDO Auditorium

	1:15-2:15
	Sectionals (small groups)
	Various

	2:15-2:30
	Break
	

	2:30-3:15
	Sectionals (small groups)
	Various

	3:30-4:00
	Mini Concert
Friends and family are invited to hear each instrument group give their first performance on the CDO stage. Eegee’s will be provided at the conclusion of the performances!
	CDO Auditorium


Please return the bottom portion to your child’s band director
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name of Student: 











Grade:  



Instrument: 







Please select:
Will attend the Beginning Band Camp on Saturday, August 26th  

Will not attend the Beginning Band Camp

Parent Signature: 











Emergency Contact Info (if your child will be attending Beginning Band Camp):
Name







Number(s)
1.
2.

List any allergies and/or medical issues: 










